Independent access skills policy
For children and young people in Mainstream/MLD settings

Enabling independent access to the curriculum and developing independent recording skills for a child with a visual impairment relies not only on work being adapted and modified to a particular specification, but also on a range of tactile, visual, ICT skills and recording techniques being taught and developed. The independent access skills curriculum is individually tailored to meet each child’s specific visual/tactile needs. It is the curriculum that runs alongside the main curriculum, usually ongoing throughout the child’s school life and is essential to enabling them to develop the range of skills that they need to support their independent access to the curriculum.

Skills to enable independent access to curriculum 

These skills are introduced at age appropriate times, to ensure independent access is maximised.

They could include the teaching of:

· Visual Skills – Scanning, tracking and locating skills

· Handwriting skills

· Listening skills

· ICT skills – keyboard shortcuts, speech and screen magnification software, use of PC/laptop

· Touch typing skills

· Organisational skills

· Study Skills

Procedure

The Qualified Teacher of Children with Visual Impairments (QTVI) is responsible for deciding what the content of the child’s access skills curriculum will be, according to their age, cognitive ability, visual status and educational key stage.

Teaching these skills requires time to be made available from within the school curriculum, within the usual school day. This is always difficult to facilitate due to the demands of the curriculum, with many pressures on teachers to prepare children and young people for Key stage tests and G.C.S.E.’s.  However, without this entitlement being provided for by school, the child’s independent access and recording skills will be adversely affected.  The QTVI will work with the School’s Special Needs Co-ordinator to find a mutual agreement to the facilitation of this provision and it will always include full consultation with parents and with the child. 

Even with these disability specific skills securely in place, the child who is visually impaired, often requires a longer time period to access information and to record information. Although work is appropriately adapted and skills are secure, the child’s may have a significant visual impairment, often with more than one visual difficulty. This can create a level of visual fatigue, quite soon after carrying out close work tasks, thus affecting speed of work and full completion of the task within the expected time period.  The child is entitled to extra time to complete exams and tests; this too is also the case for a child completing a piece of class work or homework. Again the QTVI in negotiation and in partnership with the SENCO, parents and child, would seek to find a time when this entitlement can be facilitated within the school day.

Access to curriculum via tactile methods.

A number of children access the curriculum using tactile methods. This is because their access to information and speed of processing the written word is inaccessible or very limited. Braille is a tactile means of communication, taught to enable access to textual information. 

Procedure

There are a specific range of skills that need to be developed and acquired in readiness for reading and writing Braille. The QTVI is responsible for devising a programme to teach the child about the world in a systematic, sequential and meaningful way. Motor Development, auditory skills, language development and reading awareness would be areas of development included by the QTVI into such a programme.

When the child is ready for Braille, there are a variety of reading schemes available. Again this would be the responsibility of the QTVI to identify the most appropriate scheme(s) to use. They include:

· The Braille for Infants Reading Scheme.

· Take off reading scheme

· RNIB Abbie reading scheme

· Spot the Dot (a course for latecomers to Braille)

· Braille in easy steps (A course for latecomers to Braille)

Informal assessment of the child’s progress would be carried out by the QTVI and the Teaching Assistant (TA) on an ongoing daily basis to ensure planning for the following week is well informed, regarding the teaching of the Braille programme.

Again, Braille needs to be taught on a regular, frequent basis, the QTVI will negotiate with the SENCO and class/subject teachers to ensure this provision is facilitated as required. This would be done in full consultation with the parents.
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