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Educational training and consultancy
Supporting the inclusion of children with visual impairment




A course in Yorkshire:
 The role of the teaching assistant in supporting the inclusion of children with visual impairment
Audience: Teaching assistants, learning support assistants from sensory support services, school or early year’s settings, supporting children with visual impairments.  
Date of course: Wednesday 8th February 2012
Cost: £130 (including lunch and refreshments)
Length of training session: 9.30am – 3.30 pm (Registration from 9.00am)
Venue for training – St Swithin’s Community Centre, Arncliffe Road, Eastmoor, Wakefield, WF1 4RW (Located approximately 4 miles from J30 of the M62) 
(Booking deadline: Wednesday 25th January 2012
Course overview:
A role that at first glance may appear simple has on closer examination many complexities. The aim of the course is examine the different roles and responsibilities for the teaching assistant in relation to their work with the child, class teacher, the wider school staff, the teacher of V.I, the mobility officer. Through consideration of the following areas, the skills, competencies and roles of the teaching assistant will be reflected upon:
Promoting independent learning
· Reflection of the child’s access to classroom activities and ways in which the child’s independence can be further promoted.

· Perception of the role of the teaching assistant in maximising the child’s independence, how the role is perceived by others around the child, and by the child. 

Promoting the child’s social inclusion
· High levels of support can impact significantly on the child’s social integration.  The barriers and strategies to promote their social inclusion will be considered, within the classroom and wider school environment
Roles of the professionals involved with the child 
· Consideration of the roles and areas of responsibility for all stakeholders involved in meeting the needs of the child E.g. role of teaching assistant, teacher of VI, class teacher, SENCO. 
Supporting independence through development of visual and tactile skills
· A last session in the day will offer an opportunity for teaching assistants to refresh/develop their knowledge regarding the development of visual and tactile exploration skills. There will be an interesting range of resources available and explanation of the development of visual and tactile skills. 

Course presenter:
Gwyneth McCormack, qualified teacher of children with visual impairments and director of Positive Eye.
Booking a place on the course:

· To book your place on the course please visit the web page www.positiveeye.co.uk/courses  to download a booking form, and post to Gwyneth McCormack, Positive Eye Ltd, 48, Royden Road, Billinge, Wigan, Lancashire, WN5 7LP

· Or: Email completed booking form to gwyn@positiveeye.co.uk 
· Or: Email gwyn@positiveeye.co.uk requesting a booking form to be sent electronically. 
· Confirmation of place on course: Confirmation of place on course will be made by email, on receipt of completed booking form.

· Making an enquiry:

· You can make any further enquiries regarding the course by:

· Emailing: gwyn@positiveeye.co.uk  Or by ringing Gwyn from Positive Eye on 07947571559
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