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Educational training and consultancy
Supporting the inclusion of children with visual impairment




The Educational Psychologist’s role in supporting the         needs of children who have Visual Impairment:                       Development, Assessment and Practice.

Course overview:                                                                                                       Visual Impairment is a low incidence condition and thus most Educational Psychologists work relatively infrequently with children who have severe visual difficulties.              When Educational Psychologists (EPs) are involved, it is often at crucial stages of children’s lives, such as starting nursery or school or at other transition points in a child’s life. EPs are often asked to make assessments within a short time scale, to help to plan for a child’s future and make recommendations about the aims and provision necessary to meet a child’s needs. Multi-professional liaison is an important part of this process.                                                                                                                             The EP also meets the child’s parents, who may be going through the stages of coming to terms with their child’s disability/ies and are concerned about their child’s future.
The aims of this course are to ensure that Educational Psychologists are equipped when they are working with children who have a Visual Impairment (VI); to ensure that EPs have an understanding of the educational and social implications of VI for children and   to consider the EP’s role in assessment and planning and thus enable them to make a positive, distinct and effective contribution. 
The course will focus on:
Development:
· Early development and the impact of VI on the acquisition of skills
· Causes of VI and examples of visual conditions
Assessment of vision:

· Assessment of vision by medical and educational professionals
· Assessing functional vision by a QTVI
Assessment by EP:

· Children who have VI and those with complex needs
· Stages in a child’s life when an EP may be involved

· Multi-professional working

· Working with parents
· Issues around testing
· Aims and provision 

· Check list of questions when assessing needs
Practice and Strategies to facilitate inclusion:

· Strategies and approaches to facilitate and enable access to the curriculum and classroom environment, including consideration of independent access skills – Braille, touch typing etc.

· Key points to look for during classroom observation of child’s use of vision. 

Course presenters: 

Gwyneth McCormack is a qualified teacher of children with visual impairments (QTVI) and director of Positive Eye. Gwyn has worked in peripatetic services both as teacher and as Head of Service and has a wealth of knowledge and experience in supporting the inclusion of children with visual impairments in the educational setting. Gwyn is delighted to be joined by Natalie Ross, to deliver this course in partnership.                                                                                Natalie is an Educational Psychologist (EP) who has worked in local authority settings and as an independent EP. She has a specialist interest in Sensory Impairment, Vision and Hearing.  She has co-written and edited a Sensory Impairment Guide for Teachers. For ten years she was Coordinator of PsyVIC (Psychologists for VI Children), the national group run for EPs who have an interest in visual impairment.

Feedback from previous courses:
Very informative and interesting, a wealth of information.
Unique, well presented and evidence based.                                                                                                                                                                           
Date of Course: -  Monday 16th April 2012
(Booking deadline: Friday 30th March 2012)
Length of training session: 9.30 am – 3.30 pm: (Registration and refreshments from 9.00am)

Cost: £195.00  (including refreshments and lunch)

Venue:  RNIB, Judd Street, London WC1H 9NE 
Booking a place on the course:

To book your place on the course please visit the web page www.positiveeye.co.uk/courses  to download a booking form, and post to Gwyneth McCormack, Positive Eye Ltd, 48, Royden Road, Billinge, Wigan, Lancashire, WN5 7LP

Or: Email completed booking form to gwyn@positiveeye.co.uk
Or: Email gwyn@positiveeye.co.uk requesting a booking form to be sent electronically. Completed booking forms can them be emailed to gwyn@positiveeye.co.uk
Confirmation of place on course: Confirmation of place on course will be made by email, on receipt of completed booking form.

Making an enquiry:

You can make any further enquiries regarding the course by emailing: gwyn@positiveeye.co.uk  Or by ringing Gwyn from Positive Eye on 07947571559


