Postgraduate Diploma in Visual Impairment 
University of  Wales, Newport
This new course, involving a newly established teaching team, will be delivered at Newport from January 2012. 

Fees are £3,000 for the full course.
Attendance at Newport required for a total of 8 weekends (Fridays and Saturdays) over 2 years.
There are two blocks of Teaching Practice (for those wishing to gain QTVI status): 15 days in year 1 and 15 days in year 2, both assessed.

General Background 
Teachers who wish to specialise in teaching children and young people with visual impairment are required by regulations to obtain a specialist qualification, known as a Mandatory Qualification (MQ). This also includes gaining a qualification in Braille.
The part-time course prepares students to become qualified teachers of the visually impaired (QTVI) who can work in a range of educational settings across all ranges and also in the homes with parents. The QTVI provides advice, support and expertise to parents and to any teacher who works with a child or young person with a visual impairment. The QTVI also provides teaching of specialist skills such as Braille, use of specialist technology as well as ensuring that the curriculum is suitably modified to meet the needs of individual pupils. Qualified teachers of the visually impaired also work closely with school staff, providing in-service training on the needs of individual pupils with visual impairment to ensure that they achieve highest possible standards.
Mandatory Qualification status can only be awarded at the end of the course to those who hold Qualified Teacher Status (Schools). Although the majority of course participants aim to gain QTVI status, the course may also be followed by teachers, who may exit after completion of the taught modules with a Postgraduate Diploma SEN. 
"The QTVI course is designed to cover every aspect of teaching children with visual impairment.  It helped to prepare me for the realities that I now face on a daily basis within this rewarding area of SEN". (comment from former student who graduated in 2008)
For further information please contact Eileen Taylor on 01633 435248 or Eileen.taylor2@newport.ac.uk
